COMM STUDS SAMPLE ESSAY

‘Technology is often depicted in the media as having a negative impact.’ How fair is this view? Discuss with reference to two technological forms.

Mr B’s structure

1. Intro – setting out the terms

2. Theory – MM, NP

3. TV + and TV – 

4. Internet + and -

5. Conclusion = fair?

Para 1

Over the past decade new technologies have advanced so quickly that they are beginning to change our lives. Some people would say, they are changing the very nature of the way we communicate. Theorists have argued about the effects of this. Some are positive. Some are negative. Included in these are different variants of determinism, ranging from the ideas of Marshall McLuhan to Melvin Kranzberg. This essay will consider these theories in the light of two forms of technology – television and the internet.

Or: start with an assertion:

Society is rapidly changing as a result of technological progress. 

Or: start with a quotation

According to Melvin Kranzberg, ‘Technology is neither good nor bad, nor is it neutral.’ His view is that technology is what you make it. 

OR:

‘Technology is neither good nor bad, nor is it neutral,’ according to MK. He argues that technology is what you make it.

Para 2

One of the most negative views of technology is expressed by Marshall McLuhan. From the early 1950s he was warning humanity about the damaging effects of the ‘global village’ – a world united by communications technology. Whereas many contemporary thinkers might celebrate such technological advances, McLuhan argues that ‘the medium is the message’. In other words, he warns us that our capacity to take in information has been reduced. We are too easily misled by the medium, and the message as a result becomes confused / distorted / misinterpreted / trivialised. He says ‘burger quote’ McLuhan’s comments include the view that we have become detached, that we are on the brink of mental breakdown, and that we need endless new technologies to satisfy our media appetites. Clearly he takes a deeply cynical / determinist / negative / pessimistic view of technology.  He says, for example,  that technology has made us more isolated…etc

Para 3

Television was invented in 1884 with the first regular transmissions in 1928. It has probably become the dominant medium of the past century. It has also brought huge benefits. 

(List of advantages)

Mass entertainment and information 

Instantaneous news etc

Individual choice (eg interactive)

Learning

Escapism

Democratic media form

(List of disadvantages)

social effects

authority given to trivia

dumbing down our culture

etc

GB February 26, 2002
Handy words to use in essays:





Analyse


Explore


Investigate





However


Therefore


Despite this


Perhaps


It seems


Probably


On the other hand


In addition


Similarly











